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their own intensity. Masterpieces of literature and miracles
of art are irreplaceable in an absolute sense, for they are the
products of a unique union of the universe with the personal-
ities of their authors. The union has existed only once and
yet has universal authority. There are institutes for scientific
research but we cannot have institutes for training poets and
prophets. For science is a co-operative enterprise, the work
of many minds, while art is the work of solitary genius.
II
Literature as a form of art along with philosophy and
religion has the supreme function of awakening the spirit.
Its essential aim is not so much to entertain or instruct as
to kindle the spirit in us.    Great literature appeals not to
reason but to spiritual perception.    It is not an argument
but a spell, an incantation.   It is not the criticism of life but
the transforming of it.    By gladdening the heart, by healing
the tension of the soul, literature strengthens, ennobles and
enlarges the life of the spirit.    It makes us see with the eye
of spirit and fills us with awareness and compassion.   Its
function is sacramental.    Indian thinkers claim that a poem
is meant to lead us to the silent ecstasy of spiritual recogni-
tion or ananda.   This delight is akin to the delight of realis-
ing the Supreme Spirit.   It is Irahmanandasahodara.   The
apprehension of Brahman, the Supreme Spirit, does not wait
upon the evidence of the senses or the power of reasoning.
We perceive the truth in a moment of vision, when the self
and the not-self, the subject apprehending and the object
apprehended, are merged in a creative unity.   God exists in
reality but is not a fact and the individual apprehends the
real in an act of transcendent perception, alaukikapratyaksa,
when he stands remote, outside time, lost to the empirical
happenings.   The reader or the listener has his mind stretch-
ed beyond the confines of his logical understanding and
exceeds his little being not by the practice of asceticism but
by the delight he experiences in the contemplation of. the
vision conjured up by the artist.
If literature is the treatment of experience through the
medium of words, the quality of the literature depends on
the kind of experience handled. The naturalists who live on